Powlistic Educational Philosophy


Powlistic Theory:

My Philosophy on Education

 Just as every teacher brings a one-of-a-kind autobiography, with natural talents that have been shaped through living, with individual biases and social values, so too does each learner come into the classroom equally distinctive.   Like snowflakes, children have unique talents, abilities, interests, and most importantly, they have unique ways of looking at the world.  Powlistic Educational Philosophy (PEP) is my unique way of synthesizing constructivist and multiple intelligences theories, common sense, and my personal experiences and instincts into a learning philosophy that embraces the full spectrum of being human.  PEP means more than academic success for learners--it means acceptance, encouragement, room for mistakes and a chance for self-discovery.   


The holistic nature of PEP is designed to integrate subject matter in ways that goes beyond the traditional in-your-seat, memorize, recall and regurgitate paradigm.  PEP invites learners to tap into what they know and take that knowledge farther.  It invites exploration and encourages students to make connections and elaborations.  Furthermore, PEP helps students make sense of what is taught in the classroom and apply it to their lives outside of school.  It gives the learner the skills to critically examine what is read, seen and heard, and to develop the ability to look at an object and see it through differing perspectives.  For instance, a leaf can be seen with the artist's eye as well as the mathematician's eye...wind can be viewed both poetically and scientifically.  


With PEP, curriculum is standards based, with emphasis on student created understanding of the concepts, processes and ideas that lay at the heart of all academic disciplines.  Using technologies, various instructional strategies, and through planning that directly relates to students' interests, PEP works to actively engage learners.  Assessment, carefully aligned with objectives, is an integral part of the philosophy, and relies on the performance of authentic tasks, more than quizzes and tests.  The overarching goal of PEP is to connect students to their education, and to promote life-long learning.   


PEP grew out of my own unique life experiences, as a student, a wife, a mother and a grandmother.  When I was a girl, it was felt at the time, that I didn't need to know anything about mathematics and science.  Later, I dropped out of high school, to get married and start a family.  Understandably, I wanted more for my daughters in their educations.  With encouragement from friends, I got my G.E.D. and started community college--my motivation was to learn all I could about the world, so I could be a good first teacher for my children.  


I began to see that I could really use this information.  Understanding weather patterns helped me know what clothes to dress my daughters in.  Understanding fractions helped me reduce large recipes to the size needed for my small family.  When my daughters began to ask, "Why does..." I had explanations.  


From this foundation I became a life-long learner myself, and I can proudly say I know more useless information about a variety of offbeat subjects, as well as knowing lots of stuff about every day life that actually comes in handy--I can figure out which box of cereal is the best deal for my family.  In my undergraduate courses, I developed more understanding of the way the world worked and how to make sense of it.  Graduating summa cum laude just meant I had more information and more tools at hand to use in my real life.  

When I began the education program at the College of Santa Fe, I soon came to realize that I wasn't learning new information--but I was learning new names for theories and formal ways of looking at learning and understanding.  


As a mother and a grandmother, I've lived Piaget's and Vygotsky's theories.  Like Dewey, (Ornstein and Levine, 2003) I believe in the process of testing and then judging the consequences of testing.  I agree with Dewey that reality is based on individual interaction with the environment, in a world that is constantly changing--just witness the changes in the lives of many infertile couples who can use modern technology to conceive children.  However, for me Dewey doesn't go far enough--the scientific method must also be melded with human values.  Just because we can clone a human doesn't mean we should.  I believe education must always have at its center, the ideal of human values such as respect for all living things.   


Moreover, instruction must be connected to the world outside of the classroom.  Writing in Progressive Prospectives (Winter 2003), Evans Clinchy contends that children learn most of what they will find useful in their adult lives not in classrooms, but in their out-of-school lives.  My philosophy addresses this issue.  I believe every lesson plan must begin with more than an alignment with the state standards and benchmarks--the objectives must relate to the world beyond the classroom, in a way that is direct and obvious, as well as relevant and interesting.  


In addition, I believe in assessments that demonstrate the learner's understanding of the subject matter.  David Perkins, writing in American Educator (1993), suggests conventional teaching is geared towards the delivery of facts and concepts that can easily be assessed in true or false and multiple-choice questions.  In his argument for teaching for understanding, Perkins calls for "a curriculum full of knowledge of the right kinds to connect richly to future insights and applications" 

(p. 10).  


Writing on the topic of "Cultural Diversity and Academic Achievement," Barbara T. Bowman (1994) explains that schools reflect the mainstream culture of white, middle-class America and that teachers are often unaware of the gulf between their students' lives in the classroom and outside of school.  Bowman believes eventually these students must choose either the culture of home or the culture of the school, resulting in emotional and social isolation.  I believe we can do better than that.  


One of the cornerstones of PEP is belief in the worthiness of all the parallel cultures that exist in every community.  I believe the goals of peace and prosperity for all peoples begin in the classroom, with the teacher.  

And though teaching grows more complex with each passing year and with each level of bureaucracy and government, the essential purpose of education remains simple: help each child realize his or her potential.  PEP incorporates the concepts of connectivity, relativity, diversity and practicality into a model wherein questioning leads not just to invention and innovation, but also to creative and critical thinking, as well as the ability to apply what one has learned.  With PEP, one can truly find happiness and a love for life-long learning.  
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