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The goal of this thematic unit is to provide students with a content rich thematic unit where academic concepts covering the full spectrum of social studies are well illustrated and vocabulary is enriched and expanded.  This unit also integrates aspects of learning from language arts, the visual arts, career readiness, technology and mathematics.  The rationale for this unit is drawn from Gibbons (1991) who writes, “In a more integrated approach, languge objectives ad content objectives compatibles with each other are taught concurrently… In this situation children not only learn the appropriate language, but also have the opportunity to see how to apply this knowledge to other skills…”  

The theme of this unit is the ancient trade routes, encompassing the Silk Road, the maritime and overland Spice Route, and the Arabian Incense Route, as well as other, less well known trade routes such as the Salt Road.  The purpose of the content area is to strengthen academic knowledge of geography and economics, as well as to see the spread of knowledge and technology.  Actual New Mexico Standards and Benchmarks can be found in the Appendix.  

This theme was chosen to fit the needs of the middle school students at Salam Academy, where many of the learners speak English as a second language.  Many of the students can trace their ancestry to regions that comprise these ancient trade routes, so the underlying framework is one of support and appreciation of the home cultures of the students.  

The unit will cover not only the travels of the well known Marco Polo, but also the lesser known travelers such as Ibn Battuta, a Muslim native of Tangier.  The unit is weighted towards research and both written and oral presentation of findings, for individuals as well as in pairs and small groups.  Though the unit has many content area vocabulary words, there are also ample opportunities for students to learn more about the structures and functions of the English language.  The activities are developed following the model Gibbons (1991) has provided, with an additional column for standards and benchmarks.  This model provides clear guidance for language instructions, for both function and structures of English.  The model also provides a clear way of linking activities to standards as well as connecting to the strategies designed to scaffold students that are less proficient in English.  

The unit utilizes methodologies suggested by Patricia Richard-Amato (2003) that are designed to support language learning.  These devices include chants, music lyrics, semantic webbing and graphic organizers.  Additional sheltering strategies include pairing less proficient English speakers with more proficient speakers, peer editing, and cooperative learning grouping.  

Since this is an eighth grade unit, the content is laden with vocabulary specific to this discipline of social studies, specifically geography.  The unit provides a surplus of practice using content words in context, and it even calls for a geography game!  

The design also calls for the incorporation of a broad range of technologies, which is another way of support English language learners, according to Richard-Amato (2003).  Data will be collected in Excel spreadsheets, papers drafted and edited in Word (word processing software), PowerPoint presentation software will be used for several research projects that require oral presentations.  Moreover, the Internet will be used for research and for online interactive activities.  A variety of graphic design software will also be employed.  

The purpose of the design is very simple: give students engaging tasks that require real world skills and applications.  Assessments are designed to be multi-faceted.  Each student will build a portfolio that will hold selected works from various assignments. A checklist will be used so that students can self regulate their work.  Most tasks will have a rubric to follow.  In some instances, graphic organizers will act as both conceptual aid and assessment.  This thematic unit is planned to reach learners of all abilities and learning styles.  

	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 1 Geography

Goal:  Understanding the Five Principles of Geography

Standards: Analyze and evaluate the characteristics and purposes of geographic tools, knowledge, skills and perspectives and apply them to explain the past, present, and future in terms of patterns, events, and issues.


	The Five Principles of Geography

Overarching question: 

Does geography determine human destiny?

Geographical concepts – the discipline defined.  

(Whole group)

What is a map?

Map practice 

Glencoe geography text  Chap 1 and p. 631 + ASIA

(emphasis on Asian wind pattern map page 638 and info on Silk Road) To be read before beginning this unit.  


	1. Introduction of thematic unit, presentation of empty portfolios, with discussion of rubric, checklists, and graphic organizers   

2.  Map coloring and emphasis on map interpretation.  

3.  Silk Road mapping worksheet.  

Scaffolding: students will have hands-on with globes and relief maps to feel features and see how maps relate to the real world; first maps to complete will be students' choices; electronic glossary of content terms for quick referral.

Graphic organizer: 

web of map features
	Identifying 

Describing 

Explaining 
	Latin and Greek roots: geo, graph, sphere, hemi, chrono; prefixes  that tell where: ab (away), ad (to) de (away, down), sym (with together):

target words:

abrupt, adjacent, deduce, degenerate, symbiotic

Developing CALP:  

Students will begin electronic thematic unit journal, with glossary of terms, with examples of usage.     
	geography

absolute location 

spatial relationships

place

region

physical systems

migration 

movement: ideas, goods, people

human/environment interaction 

principle 

latitude

longitude 

Prime Meridian

Great Circle

hemisphere 

equator

globe

scale 

relief

elevation

cartography 

Mercator Projection

grid system

cardinal directions

compass rose 

political maps

physical maps

contour maps

contour line

	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 1

Language Arts/History
Goal:  Understanding expository texts

Standards: 

Listen to, read, react to, and interpret information.  Gather and use information for research and other purposes.  Apply critical thinking skills to analyze information.  


	The structure of expository texts.   

Glencoe text: 

P. 388 + 

"Effects of the Crusades" 

Focus on Venice

Overarching question:  

How did the Crusades effect trade with Europeans?  

Mini Lesson:

Using Excel spreadsheet for data collection.  
	1.  Analyzing and paraphrasing short works of student-selected expository passages from trade books.  

2.  Identifying signal (cue) and transition words

3.  Creating signal word graphic organizer.  

Scaffolding: 

Spreadsheet data organizer of signal words and phrases.  

Pre-made cause and effect graphic organizer for students to complete individually while working in groups to list effects of the Crusades; graphic organizer: web of Venice.    
	Identifying 

Describing 

Explaining 

Evaluating 

Giving instructions 
	Signal words and phrases: 

Resulted in 

Because of 

In contrast 

In comparison 

On the other hand 

Unlike

But

Too

Also

Like 

If/then 

As a consequence

For example

Above

On

Before

During

After

Afterwards

Characteristics of 

Finally 

Most importantly

As a result

Therefore 
	cause

effect

compare

contrast 

crusade

crusader

pope

emir



	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 1 History

Goal:  

Develop a timeline of the Silk Road and Spice Route

Standards: 

Examine major historical eras, events, and figures from ancient civilizations to the Age of Exploration
	Timeline: narrative.   

Glencoe text: 

P. 388 + 

"Effects of the Crusades"

Overarching question:  

How did these major trade route influence the movement of ideas and technology?  

Mini Lesson:

THIEVES
	Developing and illustrating a timeline of the Silk Road to be posted around the classroom.   

Web site:

Ask Asia Timeline of Silk Road

Scaffolding: 

Using THIEVES expository text previewing method.

Flow chart graphic organizer to aid in developing the timeline.  This activity done in pairs, with each pair assigned a specific timeframe to develop.  
	Narrating over time

 
	Signal words and phrases: 

First

Then

Second

Secondly

Next

After

Afterwards 
	caption

illustration 

graphic

acronym 




	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 2 Language Arts/Career Readiness 
Goal:  Conducting research at the library and on the internet; making inferences from findings.  

Standards: 

Gather and use information for research and other purposes.  Apply critical thinking skills to analyze information; Use information for specific tasks by creating a research product in both written and presentation form.

Demonstrate basic computer operation skills in a variety of applications to access and organize information.  

	How to research a topic, using both hard copy sources and the Internet.  

Using PowerPoint presentation software 

Overarching question:  

Archeologists use the artifacts they uncover to make inferences about the culture of the people they are studying.  How do these artifacts give clues about geography, economy, political and religious structures of the cultures?  

Mini Lesson:

Evaluating web sites check list.  


	1.  Library treasure hunt & Internet treasure hunt

2.  PowerPoint (PPT) presentation of treasure hunts, using scanner, graphics software and PPT.  

Scaffolding: 

Evaluating web site sources checklist, working in pairs for the treasure hunts and PPT presentations of findings.  Also, a "link" graphic organizer to help answer the overarching question.   

UN brainstorming chart (whole group).   
	Identifying 

Describing 

Explaining 

Evaluating 

Giving instructions 
	Prefix: un (not, reversal, absence from, release from, separation from, lack of).  

Suffixes that can form adjectives:  able, al, ic, ical, ly, ive, y;
	inference

glossary

dictionary 

index 

periodical (both definitions) 

Internet 

World Wide Web 

search engine 

target words:  unfathomable, dependable, lethal, civic, critic, periodical, periodically, daily,  creative, distinctive


	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 2, 3, 4 History

Goal:  Learn about Marco Polo  

Standards: Research historical events and people from a variety of perspective.  Understand and apply the problem-solving skills for historical research.  

	Who was Marco Polo?

· The role of Venice 

· His travels 

· His book 

Overarching question:  

Why is Marco Polo an important historical figure?

Mini Lesson:

Using graphic organizers.  
	1.  Postcards from the Silk Road-pairs work.  Using graphics and collected illustrations from the treasure hunts students will make "postcards" that Marco Polo might have sent home identifying where he was, and describing what he saw, ate, etc.  

Scaffolding: 

Semantic webbing graphic organizer for the Polo family.  

Making a postcard as a whole group together, brainstorming what to say.  


	Identifying 

Describing 

Explaining 

Sequencing 

Inferring 

 
	I saw 

I tasted 

I touched 

I smelled 

I heard  

Prefixes that tell when: pre (before) and post (after).  
	silk 

infer

deduce

target words:  predate, prerequisite, presume, preconceived, premature, postcript posterity


	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 2, 3, 4 Geography/ Language Arts 
Goal: Mapping Marco Polo's journey to and from China.  

Standards: 
Analyze and evaluate the characteristics and purposes of geographic tools, knowledge, skills and perspectives and apply them to explain the past, present, and future in terms of patterns, events, and issues.  

Use images, videos, and visual representations as informational research tools.  
	The geography of Marco Polo's travels, the Silk Road and the Spice Route.  

Overarching question:  Why were the routes Marco Polo traveled significant?

Mini-lesson:

Note-taking  & collaborative note sharing.  
	1.  Viewing the Silk Road videos.  

2.  Tracing Marco Polo's routes on a current map of Asia.  Identifying the countries Polo traveled through.  

3.  In small groups: Create a compare and contrast (Venn Diagram) poster of two modern day "stan" countries; take blank maps of the two countries and creating a geographical comparison, such as natural resources, to go along with the poster.  Present posters to classmates orally and display on walls.  

Scaffolding: 

Creating a "-stan Chant" to identify the Asian countries that end in "stan."   Graphic organizers.  
	Comparing

Describing 

Note-taking 
	Paraphrasing 

Abbreviating (creating personal shorthand) 
	Paraphrasing 

Abbreviate

Abbreviation 




	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 3, 4 History 
Goal:  Learn about Ibn Battuta
Standards: Research historical events and people from a variety of perspective.  

Understand and apply the problem-solving skills for historical research.  

	Who was Ibn Battuta?  

· His travels 

Overarching question:  Ibn Battuta traveled what is now known as the Spice Route, a trade route as significant as the Silk Road.  Why do you think Ibn Battuta is less well known in the western world than Marco Polo?  

Mini lesson:

alliteration and rhyme 
	Background check on Ibn Battuta.  
1.  Small groups: Begin collecting information for "coffee table" style picture book of places Ibn Battuta visited.  (See rubric.)  

2.  Create new lyrics for the song, "I've Been Everywhere" by Johnny Cash, to show the places Ibn Battuta visited.  

3.  Compare Ibn Battuta and Marco Polo using a Venn diagram graphic organizer. 

Scaffolding: 

Semantic map graphic organizer for the background check on Ibn Battuta.  Working with study buddies to complete projects. Examples of complete projects for visual learners.   
	Inferring 

Identifying 

Describing 

Explaining 

Sequencing 

Comparing 
	Discourse: Comparing Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta

Review previous work on "Compare and Contrast" 

Alliteration:  adding the power of poetry to pictures.  
	spice

incense  

chronicle 

alliteration 

rhyme 




	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 3, 4 Economics/

Language Arts 
Goal:  Learning how trade and exchange form the foundation for market economies.  

Standards: Describe the patterns of trade and exchange in early societies and civilizations and explore the extent of their continuation in today’s world.  
Use language, literature, and media to understand various social and cultural perspectives
	Supply and demand.  

Overarching questions:  What is the basic law of supply and demand?  How did supply and demand lead to the development of the trade routes?  
	1.  Role play: market day at Salam Academy – buy, sell, trade, barter.  In small groups, students will set up their own market day booths, stocked with things they have brought from home that they wish to get rid of.  Students will try to unload their items in exchange for wanted things.  Booths may be decorated with ads the students have created.  

2.  Writing: Essay - what was learned about supply and demand.  How could the student have been a more effective trader?  

Scaffolding:  Provide examples of "advertising" for booths.  Model bargaining.  Peer editing for essay writing.  
	Describing 

Expressing likes and dislikes 

Wishing and hoping 

Criticizing 

Bargaining 

Extolling 

Cajoling  

Refusing 
	How much 

This is the best because 

You can’t pass this up  

It’s a bargain because 

It's worth twice 

I'm hoping you'll reconsider your price  

No thanks, it's beyond my budget 

What's your lowest price?  
	trade 

economics 

market economy 

exchange 

barter 

supply and demand  

natural resources 

import

export

surplus  




	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 5 Mathematics/

Technology 
Goal:  Practice of real world skills, which are part of everyday life in all economic systems.  Practice orally presenting research findings.   

Standards: 
Understand the meaning of operations and how they relate to one another: use real number properties to perform various computational procedures.  

Create a research product in both written and presentation form by analyzing the inferences and conclusions from non-fictional contexts.  
	Currency conversion

Calculating mileage.  

Mini lesson:

Peer editing
	1.  On the CIA web site collect data on the currency rates of three countries on the trade routes: what is the country's currency named?  What is the current exchange rate?  Make a poster that shows exchange rates for the 3 countries for Euros and for American dollars, using calculators or software to make calculations.  Present poster orally to classmates.  

2.  Working in pairs, choose two different geographical locations on a trade route and determine how many miles a day either Marco Polo or Ibn Battuta would have traveled.  

3.  Working in pairs, explain your findings, in writing.  Were the conditions the same all year round?  What variables did you consider?  How would modern transportation affect mileage in these two locations?  

Scaffolding: 

Pairing students so that less proficient speakers/writers are paired with proficient speakers/writers.  
	Relating geographical concepts to mathematical operations for economic purposes. 

Inferring  
	Phrases and words for making inferences and arguments: 

Like

Unlike

Similar to 

Reminiscent of 

Compared to 

In contrast 

Because of 

Data show

There is evidence of 

It seems likely

However

Subsequently

Frequently 

Mostly 

May be 


	conversion 

exchange rate

monetary 

denomination 

calculate 

rate

distance 

	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 5 Language Arts
Goal: Developing expressive abilities to describe what is seen, heard, smelled, tasted and tasted in a place.  

Standards: 
Recognize when information presented in a text is new knowledge and describe how it can be used.  Use the various parts of a text to locate specific information (index, table of contents, glossary).  
	Read On the Road with Charles Kuralt, p. 

Conveying the essence of a geographic region

Overarching question:  What are the elements that can be used to convey "essence"?  

Mini Lesson: words that convey mood and tone.  
	1.  Review  and critique of "coffee table" books.  

2. Rough draft of  “coffee table” style illustrated travelogue.  (Due on day 14) 

3.  Paraphrase passages from the critiqued coffee table books; discuss which is better, and why, the original or the paraphrased.  Whole group discussion.  

Scaffolding: 

Students in need of sheltered instruction on this difficult literary device will work directly with the teacher, reviewing "mood" works and creating a graphic organizer web of mood words.
	Describing 

Explaining

Conveying mood and tone
	Mood and tone in writing.  
	pauper

quaint

vain 


	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 6 Language Arts/ Geography 
Goal 

Create an English/Other languages poster for words and phrases that would be useful on the trade routes; play a geography barrier game to reinforce geographical concepts and content language.  

Standards: 
Narrate a personal account that: establishes a point of view and sharpens focus; uses remembered feelings; selects details that best illuminate the topic; connects events to self and society
	Prior weekend homework: reading A Dictionary of Japanese-American Terms by R. A. Sasaki p. 26+ in textbook & read Thank You in Arabic by Naomi Shihab Nye p. 573+ textbook.  

Minilesson: Comparative and superlative adjectives
	1.  Discuss (compare and contrast) the two stories and how the need to understand native family languages played a part in both stories.  Why was it important to the characters, both of which are writing about their own experiences?  

2.  Individually write a one-page "memoir" as either Ibn Battuta or Marco Polo that gives a feel for the geographic setting (choose a particular place before writing) by using comparative and superlative adjectives.  Does language play a role in the narrative?  

3.  In small groups create a dictionary of English/2 other languages of the Silk Road.  Make a poster to be displayed in the classroom.  

4.  As a group, orally present the poster to the class, explaining the words and correct pronunciation, along with the reasons why the group chose these words to translate.  
	Communicating basic ideas 

Inferring 

Describing 
	Compare and contrast 

Setting in literature 

Comparative and superlative adjectives
	dialect

memoir

narrative 

crevice 

transition 

insolence 

valiant 

pious 

skirmish 

virtue 

illuminate

superlative

comparative 


	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 6 Language Arts/ Geography

(continued)
Standards: 
Demonstrate competence in the skills and strategies of the writing process; use literature and media to reflect on learning experiences by evaluating personal perspectives and how they are influenced by society, cultural differences, and historical issues.  

Analyze and evaluate the characteristics and purposes of geographic tools, knowledge, skills and perspectives and apply them to explain the past, present, and future in terms of patterns, events, and issues.  
	Geographical descriptions.  


	 5.  Where in the trade routes am I? geography barrier questioning game, in pairs, a pair on each side of the barrier, working together.  

Scaffolding: 

For the dictionary poster students can add drawings or cut out pictures from magazines.  For the barrier game students will be paired with proficient speakers with less proficient speakers; in addition, they will be encouraged to use classroom resources such as maps, globes, atlases and books.  


	 Describing (with geographical and descriptive terms) 

Elaborating

Comparing 

Hinting 
	 Directions: North, South, East, West 

Longitute/latitude

This place sits on the ______ parallel.  

Comparisons:

Bigger than Alaska

Produces more oil than Texas 

Hinting:

This country is one of the "stan" countries.  


	hint, hinting 

longitude

latitude

parallel




	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 7 Language Arts/ Geography
Goal:  To create travel posters of places on the trade routes.  

Standards: 
Analyze and evaluate the characteristics and purposes of geographic tools, knowledge, skills and perspectives and apply them to explain the past, present, and future in terms of patterns, events, and issues.  


	People, places and things to do.  

Overarching question: Many of the regions of the former Silk Road are remote and inhospitable even in modern times.  How can these regions be portrayed that would make people want to visit them today?  

Mini Lesson: 

The role of slang and jargon in communications.  Who is your target audience and what sort of language do you use to best effect?  
	 1.  Working in pairs, choose one of the locations from yesterday's descriptive essay to create a travel poster that effectively entices travelers to visit.  

Scaffolding:  

Begin with showing travel posters and discussing what makes them alluring (pictures, connotations, mood, tone, feelings).  Brainstorm and list words that could be used.  Analyze selections from trade books to see what made the passages interesting.  Assign pairs to match less proficient with more proficient speakers.  
	Describing 

Inviting/Luring/ Enticing 
	Descriptive words and phrases that are alluring...words that entice and invite.   
	alluring

enticing

inviting

luring 

slang

jargon 

communications 


	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 8 Language Arts/ History
Goal: Writing a poem of Home or Family; writing a letter home.  

Standards: 

Apply grammatical and language conventions to communicate; language, literature, and media to understand various social and cultural perspectives.

	English/Other languages dictionary for travelers on the trade routes.  

Overarching question: Why does the concept of Home resonate with people everywhere?  

Mini Lesson:

appositions 

Mini Lesson: 

pronouns and antecedents 

 
	 Read Knoxville, Tennesee and Legacies by Nikki Giovanni p 181 & p. 183 in textbook.

1.  Whole group discussion of the two poems (compare and contrast).  In Knoxville, the poet clearly identifies that place with home and family--what words convey these feelings.  

2.  Working in small groups, complete the graphic organizer web of HOME.  Then write a poem of home.  You may follow Giovanni's style or use any style you like.  Present finished product to class.  

3.  Homework: write a "letter home" as if you were a traveler on a trade route. 

Scaffolding: 

Students will make a web graphic organizer for the concept of Home.  Groupings pair up students with different language proficiencies.  


	Expressing feelings


	Appositions: 

My uncle Maffeo

My friend Kublai Khan 

William the Conqueror  


	apposite

apposition 

antecedents 




	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 9, 10 Language Arts/ Geography/ History 
Goal:  Class production of a Silk Road newspaper.  

Standards: 
Revise writing for word choice, appropriate organization, consistent point of view, and transitions between paragraphs, passages and ideas.  Apply grammatical and language conventions to communicate; language, literature, and media to understand various social and cultural perspectives.  
	The Silk Road Times: Journalism basics and parts of newspapers.  

Overarching question: What functions do newspapers serve?  

Mini Lesson:

What is a newspaper? (exploration of the different parts).  
	 1.  In pairs, students will create a section of the newspaper (teacher assigned) that would be appropriate to the time of Marco Polo.  

2. Wow--this is amazing!  Working in pairs, research a product, place, person, or process from somewhere on the trade routes.  

3.  Write a description that tells how your WOW thing works (what it is about) and why you found it amazing.  

Scaffolding:  

Groupings pair up students with different language proficiencies.  Examples of real newspapers will be reviewed, along with "take-offs" like the Spitting Camel online Silk Road newspaper.  
	Describing 

Informing

Comparing 

Explaining  

Influencing  

Reporting 
	Word choice for different purposes.  
	newspaper

journal

periodical 

headline 

caption

pull out

editorial 

obituary 

fashion

food

society 

technology 

classified 

travel 

	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 10 Visual Arts
Goal:  To create paper Chinese lanterns.   

Standards: 
Explore art materials, techniques, qualities, characteristics, and processes; understand what makes them effective in solving specific art problems and how they are used to enhance life experiences and ideas.  Focus on how art reflects culture.  
	Making paper lanterns in the Chinese style.  


	1.  TSW review the instructions for making paper lanterns.  

2.  TSW design a paper lantern (shape, size, embellishments, colors).  

3.  TSW make the paper lantern following the design.  

Scaffolding:  

A design will be shown in each stage of completion.  
	Designing 

Explaining 
	Words and phrases used in designing something.  
	lantern 

tissue paper

embellishment 


	Goals/Standards


	Topics
	Activities
	Language Functions
	Language Structures
	Vocabulary

	Day 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 Language Arts/Theater Arts
Goal:  Dramatizing Marco Polo in the court of Kublai Khan.  

Standards: Use language, literature, and media to understand various social and cultural perspectives.  Explore and understand the use of art materials and techniques by culturally diverse artists locally and globally.  Create improvised or scripted dramatizations that express specific ideas, meanings, themes, moods, and emotions 

Create improvised or scripted dramatizations that express specific ideas, meanings, themes, moods, and emotions.   

	What was it like when Marco Polo met the Kublai Khan?  

Lesson:  

Elements of drama and acting.  

Mini Lesson:

Writing dialogues
	Part I  

1. Drama – small groups, select 1 student to scriptwriting committee.   

2. In cooperation with scriptwriters, all remaining group members will make props and devise costumes.  

3.  Rehearse.  

4. Put on the play for school and families.  (Videotape drama.) 

Part II

1.  Research foods from the trade routes.  

2.  Individually write recipes or preparations for serving.  

3.  Create (with support from home) post- production feast with family and schoolmates.  

Part III

1.  Work in pairs to research a gift that Marco Polo might have brought with him to give to Kublai Khan.  It would have to be something interesting, of value, that would not be too fragile for the trip.  

2.  Make a representation of the gift for use in the drama.  

3.  Write an explanation of the gift for the scriptwriters to use. 
	Expressing likes and dislikes 

Wishing and hoping 

Presenting/ giving

Explaining 

Listing 


	Discourse 

(Introductions, niceties, gift-giving)

Chronology: 

First

Second, secondly

Third

Next

After

Words that convey the time and place of this drama.  


	discourse 

drama 

acting

dialogue 

recipe  

process

Scaffolding: 

Pairing up students with different language proficiencies.  
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Chin, B.A. & Wolf, D. (eds).  (2002).  Literature: The reader's choice.  New York: GlencoeMcGraw-Hill.  

~ The advanced middle school literature textbook, which provides many of the interesting literature connections in the unit.  

Green, C.  (1987) Marco Polo voyager to the Orient.  Chicago: Children's Press.  

~ A very simple children's trade book with useful information.  A good starting point to find out about Marco Polo.  

Greenblatt, M. & Lemmo, P.S. (2001).  Human heritage: a world history.  New York: Glencoe. 

~ A middle school history textbook that will be supplemented.  

Grotenhuis, E.T. (2002).  Along the Silk Road.  Washington, D.C.: Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institution.   

~ A beautiful trade book with illustrations of the terrain and people found today along the ancient route.  

Herbert, J. (2001).  Marco Polo for kids: his marvelous journey to China: 21 activities.  Chicago: Chicago Review Press.  

~ An excellent trade book available from the public library that is an entertaining read, with lots of fun activities, some of which are incorporated into the unit.  The book is geared for students and has lots of interesting trivia, as well as short, succinct chapters.  Information is easily obtained and well organized for student readers.  The author does not have a bias for Christianity, which also makes this an excellent, well-rounded educational resource.  

Humble, R. (1990).  Exploration through the ages: The travels of Marco Polo.  NY: Franklin Watts.  

~ This children's trade book is rich in geographical detail to add to the total picture of Polo's travels.  Beautiful illustrations make the journey comes alive and make Polo come alive.  

Kimmel, E.C. (2004).  The look-it-up book of explorers.  NY: Random House. 

~ A children's trade book that has wonderful information on Ibn Battuta as well as Marco Polo.  

Knight, J. (2001).  Middle ages: Primary sources.  Detroit: UXL.  

~ An interesting trade book with unusual information from many significant peoples from the middle ages.  

Larner, J. (1999).  Marco Polo and the discovery of the world.  New Haven, CT: Yale University Press.  

~ An adult trade book useful for more detailed information on what Marco Polo experienced on his journey, especially on the issue of the length of time Marco Polo took on his journeys.  

Leibo, S. A.  (2003).  East, southeast Asia, and the western Pacific 2002.  Harpers Ferry, WV: Stryker-Post Publications.  

~ A detailed almanac style trade book with rich details of modern Asian countries.  

Marshall, R. (1993).  Storm from the east.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.  

~ This adult trade book was written to accompany a television series on PBS.  It is a comprehensive look at the rise of the Mongols and excellent resource.  The book is beautifully illustrated and really explains the impact of Mongol invasions into Europe, the fear and loathing that developed towards non-Christian, non-European invaders.  

Moss, J. & Wilson, G. (1996).  Profiles in world history: Significant events and the people who shaped them (Vol. 3: Crusades to building empires in the Americas).  Detroit: UXL.  

~ An excellent trade book with information on both Marco Polo and Ibn Battuta.  This is a true history book that links events and shows how people have shaped history.  

Nebenzahl, K. (2004).  Mapping the silk road and beyond.  NY: Phaidon Press Inc.  

~An incredibly detailed adult trade book with a host of biographical narratives on many of the people who made journeys along the Silk Road and other trade routes.  A great resource to be used for some of the activities of the unit.  

Noonan, J. (1993).  Marco Polo.  NY: Crestwood House.  

~ A simple children's trade book about Marco Polo which can provide basic information on the explorer.  

Otfinoski, S. (2003).  Marco Polo: to China and back.  New York: Benchmark Books. 

~ A comprehensive trade book for delving into Marco Polo's travels.  With a target of upper elementary students, this book has many useful and interesting tidbits on the Silk Road and life in Kublai Khan's court, to add to the information on Marco Polo.  

Papanek, J. L. (ed.) (1989).  The Mongol conquests: Timeframe AD 1200-1300.  Richmond, VA: Time-Life Books.  

~ A beautiful book that explores the impact of the Mongols.  

Reid, S. (1993).  Silk and spice routes: Inventions and trade.  New York : New Discovery/UNESCO.  

~ A comprehensive trade book that shows how ideas as well as goods traveled the trade routes.  

Rice, E., Jr. (1998).  Life during the crusades.  San Diego, CA: Lucent Books.  

~ An elementary level trade book that shows both Christian and Muslim life in positive terms.  

Roth, S. L. (1990).  Marco Polo his notebook.  NY: Doubleday.  

~A children's trade book written in diary style with wonderful illustrations.  

Sayre, A. P. (1999).  Asia.  Brookfield, CT: Twenty-first Century Books.  

~ An easy-to-read trade book very useful for basic information and good photographs and illustrations.  

Smalley, R. (2005).  The adventures of Marco Polo.  Mankato, MN: Capstone Press.  

~ Another excellent trade book on Marco Polo, notable for it up-to-date, inclusive approach to the subject.  
Steffof, R. (1992).  Marco Polo and the medieval explorers.  NY: Chelsea House Publishers.  

~ A good resource on Marco Polo designed for students, with useful information on Kublai Khan and his court.  Also, the final chapter looks at the last of the medieval travelers on the Silk Road.  

Twist, C. (1994).  Marco Polo: Overland to medieval China.  Austin,  TX: Steck-Vaughn Company.  

~ A colorful children's trade book with detailed information and wonderful illustrations.  

Wood, F. (2002).  The silk road: Two thousand years in the heart of Asia.  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.  

~ A beautifully put together adult trade book with examines the "who, what, where and why" of the Silk Road.  

Technology Resources 

Videos: The Silk Road (From the public library)

Episode 1: Glories Of Ancient Chang-An See the incredible Clay Army of the emperor that built the Great Wall. Visit the world's largest tomb, China's most hallowed Buddhist temple, and examine hidden underground murals.


Episode 2: A Thousand Kilometers Beyond The Yellow River Cross the Yellow River and gaze at the giant Buddha before entering secret caves. You will pass the battlegrounds of the Huns and stroll the streets of an ancient citadel town.  


Episode 3: The Art Gallery In The Desert Tour the world-famous Ma-gao Caves -- over 500 caves containing 3,000 murals and statues dating from 366 AD -- in the middle of the Gobi Desert!  


Mysteries of Asia (video from Family Pass online video rental service) - a continent steeped in ancient cultures, religions, and buildings. In this intriguing 3-program series, we are transported to these exotic lands and examine the mysteries behind some of the most fascinating structures found there... 

Web sites: 

Ask Asia - (http://www.askasia.org/) This site has a wonderful timeline and excellent maps for the Silk Road and other trade routes.  

British Museum Online Silk Road Exhibit - (www.thebritishmuseum.net/. ../silkroadXML.aspx) Outstanding site with lots of useful information and illustrations.  
China Vista (www.chinavista.com/discover.html) This site has a virtual tour of the Forbidden City and other fun virtual tours. 

EDSITEment - (http://edsitement.neh.gov/) An interactive Marco Polo online quiz, maps.  

Foreign Languages (www.travlang.com/languages).  This site offers basic words, with sound clips for more than 70 languages.  I

GEO Images - (http://geogweb.berkeley.edu/geoimages.html) This web site offers up-to-the-minute, latest technology for images of Earth, that can be used for a number of purposes.  

Ibn Battuta Travels - (http://www.sfusd.k12.ca.us/schwww/sch618/ Ibn_Battuta/Ibn_Battuta_Rihla.html) A wonderful web site for this largely unknown (to the West) traveler of the ancient trade routes.  

Indian Daily Life (http://members.aol.com/Donnclass/Indiaife.html) An excellent site to look at every day life in India.  

Interactive Silk Road map (http://depts.washington.edu/uwch/silkroad/maps/ mapquiz/mapquiz.html) - Just what it says it is--the site can be viewed by cities or by regions of modern times.    

Silk Road Foundation - (http://www.silk-road.com/toc/index.html) The best web site I have found for information that relates to the timeline and maps.  

Silk Road Project - (http://www.silkroadproject.org/silkroad/map.html) An outstanding resource to examine the people and music of the regions that encompass the Silk Road.  Yo-Yo Ma is one of the site's organizers.  This has a wonderful, interactive online map.  

The Spitting Camel - (http://www.gristmillgazette.com/) online newspaper style publication chronicling the Silk Road.  A model for students to view.  

The Central Intelligence Agency World Fact Book - (http://www.odci.gov/cia/publications/ factbook/index.html) Global data web site - hard data on all nations of the world; includes economic, political and social information.  

Trivia Plaza - (http://www.triviaplaza.com/qa.php) Online geography quizzes!  

United Nations Cyber Schoolbus - (http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/infonation3/menu/ advanced.asp) A very useful site with facts and figures for students researching any country in the world.  
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